March 9, 2011

Ronald J. DeHaas announces provisional patent pending status on his following
Invention:

System and method for rating websites according to age-appropriateness, and enabling a report on Internet use to be customized by the accountability partner according to age level or maturity level of the monitored person:

Many programs already provide methods of monitoring and/or blocking access to the Internet. Programs also allow the capturing of keyboard entries, such that all typing on a keyboard (or other equivalent input device) would be stored for potential monitoring and/or filtering. 
Reports generated from such programs typically have various means of sorting and displaying data by category of the website (for instance pornography, violence, etc.).  

In addition, there have been attempts to allow webmasters to rate their own sites according to age-appropriateness.  As for third-party rating, Covenant Eyes has provided, for over 10 years, a numerical score for every website it monitors based on age-appropriateness.  DeHaas, Hammersley, and Rose have a published patent application that includes using a non-numerical rating, such as is used by the movie industry.  Recently (2011), Covenant Eyes has converted the ratings shown on reports to a letter rating instead of a numerical rating (E for everybody, Y for youth, T for teen, etc.).

Covenant Eyes reports routinely show a list of all sites that rate T or higher (that is, more mature).  This is typical of all monitoring software, which simply reports all sites that are visited;  most such reports have the functionality that they can be modified to focus on categories of websites, like pornography, violence, alcohol, etc.  and they also have the functionality to present other data, like time usage, etc.
However, there is a need for providing a means of associating each website with an age-appropriate rating, based on characteristics contained on the website.  For example, a news site such as Fox News is normally appropriate for all ages, and is generally categorized by all filters as a news site.  But a news article on a pornography star may not be appropriate for young children.  Likewise, a blog site that is generally categorized by other software as being a blog site – and which does not have pornography – may have a highly objectionable discussion of a sexual nature that is inappropriate for children.  Youtube videos often have comments that include highly objectionable terms, which many parents believe should not be viewed by young children.  Apart from a system and method introduced in 2011, all other software is incapable of making such  judgments, and there is a need for these distinctions.  

Furthermore, and more pertinently to this invention, now that such a system and method exists to provide age-appropriate ratings for every website, there is now a need for the accountability partner to have the option of seeing a summary report that only includes age-appropriate ratings according to the age or maturity level of the person (s) whom he/she is monitoring.  A 12-year old and a 40-year old person may, during the course of a week, visit exactly the same sites, and the parents of the 12-year old would justifiably want to see the sites that were visited by the 12-year old that have bad language, a news article about a porn star, a more sexualized youtube comment, etc.  But the accountability partner of the 40-year old is likely not to care about those sites, only needing to see if more “adult” material was viewed.

Therefore this invention claims the following System and Method.


Claim 1. Wherein a computer device has installed a software program installed by the computer user (such as a desktop, laptop, cell phone, pda, etc.) which: 1.  Monitors the Internet use on that computer device; 2.  Transmits said Internet use to a remote server;  

and said remote server which: 1.  Analyzes said Internet use for its age-appropriateness; and 2.  Assigns a rating of age-appropriateness;  and 3.  Displays said Internet use in a summary report which is viewable by an accountability partner either by email or online;  

and said accountability partner having the ability to customize said report such that only sites which are age-appropriate for the user being monitored will be highlighted on the report.

Claim 2. The system and method of claim 1 wherein all Internet protocols are also given an age-appropriate rating.

Claim 3. The system and method of claim 1 wherein said report may also include a comprehensive listing of all sites visited in a separate section of the report.

Claim 4. The system and method of claim 3 wherein the comprehensive listing is provided through a link from the report.

Claim 5. The system and method of claim 1 wherein said user is provided a means of suggestion to said accountability partner a level for viewing the report.

Claim 6. The system and method of claim 1 wherein said age-appropriateness includes maturity level rather than age.

Claim 7. The system and method of claim 1 wherein said computer device would have said program pre-installed and activated by said computer user.
Claim 8. The system and method of claim 1 wherein said report includes a single sentence or phrase evaluating the entire report in the context of the age-appropriate level chosen by the accountability partner.


Appendices follow 
http://www.rjdehaas.com/RSL_patent_app1.docx

http://www.rjdehaas.com/RSL_patent_app2.docx

