July 15, 2011

Ronald J. DeHaas, Howard Brown, Bruce Skolnick, Jeff Kaczperski, Craig Schwarzbek, Bob Penfil, and Josh Kamins announce provisional patent pending status on their following invention:

System and Method for guiding a person or persons to a specific location within a site

Many systems and methods exist for providing the means of locating, giving directions, and even vocally directing a person or persons to a given site (herein referred to as “address”).  For instance, many gps systems such as Garmin provide a box that accomplishes this.  Or, an iPhone application provides gps services with maps to a specific address or some other site location.  However, once a person or persons is at the given address, they often find a building, estate, park, grounds, or other complication within a site that makes it difficult for the person to find a location more detailed than simply the “address.”  For instance, a gps system will get a person to the “address” of a hospital, office building, country club, apartment building, or other site, but to find a specific room or spot within that address (herein referred to as “specific spot”), further instructions are necessary.  These instructions often are convoluted, confusing, and even incorrect (for instance, many people mistakenly say “turn right” instead of “turn left”).   There is a need for an application on a computing device that will guide a person to a specific spot, with the information provided by someone who knows the exact path to the specific spot (said someone to be hereinafter referred to as “administrator”).   Therefore this invention claims the following System and Method.


Claim 1. A system and method wherein a computer user would install or cause to be installed on a computer device (such as a desktop, laptop, cell phone, pda, etc.) communicatively connected with  the Internet (or any other applicable gps system such as a satellite) an application (hereinafter referred to as “application”) which: 1. permits the administrator  to specify (by phone, website, in person, in writing, or other means) to said user a string of characters (hereinafter referred to as “password”), with said password input to the application (either directly by the user typing it in or directly or indirectly by other electronic means);  and 2.  said administrator provides directions (data) to an interface (such as a website, other protocol application, or otherwise in “the cloud”) that specify how to get from the address (the place at the address which is where the gps system brought the user, said place hereinafter called “entry point” and said directions to be hereinafter called “specific directions”)  to the specific spot;  and  3.  Said computer device uses existing gps address location services to direct the user to the address;  and 4.  interfaces with a gps system to enable the computer device and the application  to recognize that it is located at the address of the site, thereby initiating/activating the application (at which point the computer device may or may not continue to be communicatively connected with the Internet or other gps service, depending on the embodiment of other claims);   and 5. uses the data provided by the administrator to  direct the user with specific directions to get from the entry point to the specific spot or destination point.
Claim 2. The system and method of claim 1 wherein the specific directions are a map.
Claim 3. The system and method of claim 1 wherein the specific directions are vocal directions independent of the gps system.
Claim 4. The system and method of claim 1 wherein the specific directions are written or vocal directions tied to and controlled by exact position as identified by the gps system.
Claim 5. The system and method of claim 1 wherein said specific directions include other necessary information, such as how to open a door, a passcode, landmarks to watch for, etc.

Claim 6. The system and method of claim 5 wherein said passcode is automatically provided to the passcode reader from the application.
Claim 7. The system and method of claim 1 wherein said specific directions also include additional information such as current time, estimated time of arrival, etc.
Claim 8. The system and method of claim 1 wherein alternative routes may be provided.
Claim 9. The system and method of claim 1 wherein an intermediate point or points may be entered, thereby altering the specific directions.

Claim 10. The system and method of claim 1 wherein said computer device would have said application pre-installed and activated by said computer user.
Claim 11. The system and method of claim 1 wherein a contact method is also provided to the administrator in case further help is needed.
Claim 12.  The system and method of claim 1 wherein “existing gps address location services” are built into and are part of the application.

Claim 13.  The system and method of claim 1 wherein feedback may be given by the user to the administrator about problems, successes, or other comments that the user may desire to communicate.

(the following claims were added 7/16):

Claim 14.  The system and method of claim 1 wherein said computer device is owned, operated, pre-loaded with the application, and pre-loaded with the password by a third party (for instance, the administrator) so that if a person visiting the specific spot does not have a computer device with the application, a computer device may be provided to that person on loan or for a fee.

Claim 15.  The system and method of claim 1 wherein the passcode is an image, word, or group of images or words that can be scanned in or uploaded to the computer device in a way that it can provide the application with the necessary directional information.

Claim 16.  The system and method of claim 1 wherein “checkpoints” are provided along the way, where a barcode, QR code, or other information readable by the computer device, would be scanned in, and would confirm (by voice or other way of relating confirmation) that the person is proceeding properly to the specific spot.
